
 
JULY 24, 2018        THE ASSEMBLY DEBATE 

 

Disclaimer: The electronic version of the Official Hansard Report is for information purposes only. 
A certified version of this Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor. Garissa county Assembly 

1 

 

REPUBLIC OF KENYA 

 

GARISSA COUNTY ASSEMBLY 

 

THE HANSARD 

 

24TH July, 2018 

 

The House met at the County Assembly Chamber, 

 

Assembly Buildings, at 2.30 p.m 

 

[The Speaker (Hon. Mohamed Abass) in the Chair] 

PRAYERS 

Communication from the chair 

Hon. Speaker: Very well hon. Members am informed that we have the necessary quorum 

therefore we will proceed to do business but before I reach there hon. Members we have visitor 

youth leaders from this county representative invited by the representative of Kenya young 

parliamentary association and KYMCA hon. Hussein Mohamed Dagane and their names are as 

follows: 

1) Mohamed Ibrahim 

2) Yussuf Musa 

3) Sharmarke Abdi 

4) Shukri Ibrahim Abdi 

5) Aden Abdi Gobey 

6) Mohamed Fatah Kheir 

7) Feisal Jamac 

8) Naimo Ali Osman 
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9) Abdikarim Ali 

10) Yasmin Duale 

11) Mohamed Abdi Abdullahi 

12) Abubakar Mohamed Aden 

13) Mohamed Abdullahi Hassan 

14) Fowzia Issa Nunow 

15) Fardowsa Kusow Ibrahim 

But is what I want to tell the visitors any time your name is read here you need to stand up but 

since it’s your first time we would let that go let’s go back to the order of business go ahead. 

Massages 

Hon. Speaker: We have a massage from the governor and you all know standing order 39(1) 

relating to messages from the governor provides that the speaker shall read to the house any 

massage from the governor delivered to the speaker for communication to the county assembly. 

In this regards hon. Members, I wish to convey the following message from H.E. the governor. 

Pursuant to section 6 of the public appointments (county Assemblies approval  act, and section 

4(3) of the Garissa county office of the county attorney act, 2018 his excellency the governor 

forwarded a nominee vide a letter dated 23rd July 208 for approval by the county assembly to the 

post of county attorney. 

Section 14(3) of the county government act 2012 provides that in considering any appointments 

for which approval of the county assembly is required under the constitution, an act of 

parliament or county legislation. The appointment shall be considered first by the committee of 

county assembly for approval: the committee’s recommendation shall be tabled before the 

county assembly for approval and the proceedings of the committee of the county assembly shall 

be open to the public. 

Based on the above provisions i wish to commit the nominee to the committee on appointment. 

In this regard, I wish to guide the committee and the assembly as follows: 
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 The committee should notify the nominee and the general public of the time and place for 

holding the approval hearing, at least seven days prior to the hearings. This notification 

should be done immediately. 

 The committee may therefore commence the approval hearings thereafter, the hearing 

shall be open to the public, and their submission considered. 

 The committee should table its comprehensive report before this house for consideration. 

Hon. Members I hereby refer the message from H.E the governor containing the name of the 

nominee together with his support documents including the curriculum vitae to the committee on 

appointment to undertake the necessary approval hearings. Thank you, next order. 

Statements 

Yes hon. Gedi 

Hon. Gedi Adow: This is a response regarding the non-governmental organization the letter is 

written by the department of partnership and donor relations its addressed to the clerk of Garissa 

county assembly, cc. finance and economic planning, county secretary. Response to information 

solicited by the county assembly of Garissa from the department of partnership and donor 

coordination. 

Mr. speaker the department of partnership and donor coordination was stablish by this county 

government on 2nd December 2018 in order to promote, coordinate and facilitate effective 

partnership between the county government, donors, private and public investors besides 

coordinating activities of non- state actors operating in the county and thus enable a conducive 

environment for social and economic investments with an effective donor linkage. 

The department has two core- sub sector i.e. non- state actors and partnership for public and 

private investments besides marketing to retaining and sourcing for donors to support various 

county flagship activities in line with the CIDP governors manifesto, vision 2030 and the un 

sustainable development goals. 
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The department that falls under the CEC finance and economic planning has a management team 

of eleven members and is housed at a premise adjacent to the south- western tip of Garissa 

airstrip. 

Therefore and with reference to your letter dated ref. GCA/CL/VOL.1/2018/23, dated 11th 2018 

that solicited for information…………….. 

Take b missing 

24th July 2018 HB take C 

Hon. Gedi: Mr. Speaker honorable members can refer those templates or rather the excel sheet 

which has been prepared regarding the number of NGOs we have in our county against the work 

they did it is very much self-explanatory and I hope members have got copies so if you don’t 

mind I can go through or if you have it ok thank you Mr. speaker.  

Hon. Speaker: Ok I thank you very well honorable Gedi for that concentration, any member 

Yes, honorable member for Nanigi.  

Hon. Hassan (Nanighi Ward): Thank you Mr. speaker for giving me this chance, I think all is 

clear although the owner of the statement is not around, we have especially in my area where I 

presented we have a lot of question mark concerning about those NGOs. Mr. speaker it has been 

indicated here we have on second page if you come of the respond we have a total number of UN 

bodies it has been said they are 41 and only 2 respond Mr. speaker you come down and see how 

Non-governmental have over 37 only 16 respond for those 16 only 11 give their respond on the 

detail information. Some of the NGOs working here all Non-governmental we don’t know how 

are they working, what are they doing it now almost around 9 months in my area I have 3 NGOs 

are working there I personally I visited the office requesting the kind of the job they are doing 

what kind of the activities I requested to give me even at least the plan that they have for the 

community. 

It seems it is not clear it has been indicated here on if you come to the page 4 it has been said 

here they have a plan were by to manage non statement organization it has been written here so it 
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says that they are planning to count for those Non-governmental and the other NGOs in the 

county. Mr. speaker we are requesting here direction to be taken those NGOs are here for their 

own benefit we don’t know what are they doing, we don’t have any benefit from the community 

some of them I take example we have an action Aid in my area they have been working there for 

almost 9 years and they have done nothing for the community and I have been told it was when 

the floods has happen they have been given 9million to support the community Mr. speaker the 

information I have got it is they bought only 900 bags of rise can you imagine from the 9million. 

Mr. speaker we need those NGOs to be taken a court we need the clear information where by 

what are those NGOs doing exactly where are they getting the fund and how are they using the 

fund.  

We have witness of some individual those ahead of NGOs they are doing their own business they 

are doing their own benefit and sometimes if you try to call them or write for them a latter to 

respond for them it will take almost 2-3 months Mr. speaker we are looking for your guidance 

and stand  to support this statement it is clear and I would like to say although the owner of the 

statement to clear either it is complete he is not around but Mr. speaker we are still looking 

forward the response about those Non-governmental and NGOs here Garissa they are many and 

we don’t know what they are doing thank you.  

Hon. Speaker: Yes honorable member for Galmagala before I let you honorable member for 

Galmagala and then honorable member for Damajaley in that order honorable members you 

know the powers that has been given honorable member stands in this house and your 

presentation is more supplementing it is not that the law has empowered you to sermon anybody 

in Kenya and the question and that person has any otherwise other than to appear before you 

people because if it doesn’t then the law takes its cause. You know the queasy judicial powers of 

the assembly when you saying that. In that regard the assembly is similar to the high court of 

Kenya yes member for Garmagala: 

Hon Yussuf: Thank you Mr. speaker, first of all I would like to congratulate his excellency 

Governor Ali Bunow Korane for creating a department, the department of partnership and donor 

coordination Mr. speaker this is the department that will bring for the activities they are carrying 
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out in this county and I am saying I congratulate him because for the time from the refugee 

influx that is around 1991 up to date these organizations have been in Garissa county and the 

contribution to the community has been very minimal in fact if they did anything they were 

doing to the communities that were leaving refugee area and we know that they have brought 

adverse effect to the people leaving Garissa. They have brought a lot of environmental 

degradation the water table that was around Lagdera. If somebody mind to dig a borehole it 

would take him around 50 meters to get into the depth of the water but today to get water from 

Dadaab you have to dig up to 200 meters for you to get water. That is as a result of the number 

of refugees that are in habiting our areas. Mr. Speaker, when you have an assistance from this 

department or these organizations they say their mandate covers only a radius of 50KM which 

means they cannot go further than Fafi ward but the effect they have brought to our people has 

reached as far as Hulugho, Galmagala, Sangailu and many other places that are not their 

destinations as they say. Mr. Speaker, if you go to Galmagala you go to somewhere call Bula-

Golol you will find people who are driving donkey carts collecting firewood. When the 

completed all the firewood that were around Lagdera they have resorted to go to Fafi or even 

Ijara. Mr. Speaker, we see this to be something that is not beneficial to the community and when 

you go to that for assistance they say their coverage is only 50 KM radius. I therefore see the 

response that was put forward by the department though the question itself was not covering that 

one but I see the response is not sufficient. I therefore, further question to be asked to this 

department so that they put their coverage in areas as far as galmagala be part of it. Thank very 

much. 

Hon. Speaker: Very well member for Galmagala. Yes, member for Liboi followed by member 

for Bura. Oh! Sorry member for Liboi please, you may resume member for Damajaley. 

Hon. Diriye: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, for giving me this opportunity. Mr. Speaker, 

Damajaley is one of the wards that were affected by these organizations and the refugees at 

large, starting from Dagahley and Iffo two they belong to my ward. Mr. Speaker sir, when 

refugees come to this country and they were absorbed, and they were settled Dadaab, Dagahley, 

Iffo they have affected the livelihood of our local communities. They have cleared our forest; 

they have stolen our wealth let say our livestock’s e.g. goats, sheep that we had. They have really 
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degraded the environment. Yet the UN that have brought to settle to those places, are not helping 

the local communities at all. Mr. Speaker sir, I have been their severally met with head of 

operations and when I accessed the situations the locals are not benefiting anything from those 

organizations. If you go today to UNHNCR main camp and you count the number of workers, 

majority of those workers are non-locals. They are bringing their own people even the head of 

operation position can be hold by a Kenya or somebody from this county. So Mr. Speaker, those 

questions are welcoming and we need to address it, we need also locals to be involved. Even 

forget about this county, even they are bringing from Mandera and Wajir those experts so that 

they can take all the resources they get to the other places. Therefore, we need to address this 

issue and for all. I thank the Governor H.E. Ali Bunow Korane for making this department, so 

that we can follow up. Actually I was planning to make a sermon to some of the heads of these 

organizations so that they explain what they are doing for the locals. Mr. Speaker sir, there is a 

lot of injustice going on. Am telling you when you go and observe how they have cleared the 

forest. Imaging they are stealing the livestock of the locals and you can’t see. The locals have 

been rendered poor. Therefore, I would like further statement to be taken, those ones that have 

not responded they have to be summoned as to why they are not responding and those ones who 

have responded they have to give us clear guidelines on how they are operating. So that we know 

how they are supporting the local communities.  

Mr. Speaker, this kismayu road going up to Dadaab is not passable. You take almost 6 to 7 

hours, something that you would have taken one hour, they were been here for last 25 years and 

they could not have tarmacked that road. And their heavy trucks are passing through that. So Mr. 

Speaker, sanity must be put in these organizations. Their operations must be monitored, so that 

we know the activities that they are carrying out is up to the expectations of this county. Thank 

you Mr. Speaker. 

Hon. Speaker:  Very well, before I let member for Liboi and Bura. Honourable members you 

could surprise me I never thought therefore 41 organizations. I have never imagined in my dream 

we have 41 organizations working in this county of which 26 declined to respond to those 

questionnaires. But honorable members you know very well that if you were to solve once and 

for all and particularly this issue that there are two ways out of it. First, any member can bring a 
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motion in a form of formation of a select committee that deals with issue that invites all these 

people, that sermons people and finally brings up a comprehensive report to the house.  

(Applause) 

We could even go further and a member introduces a bill…………. 

Take e missing 

24TH JULY 2018 OSMAN TAKE F 

Hon Speaker: Member for Bura there is a point of order. What is it doctor Irshad?  

Hon Irshad: Thank you very much honorable speaker, I think honorable Abdullahi should not mislead 
this house, to tell them that the NGOs or the UN agencies have done a good job. We have not said they 
have not done anything; the negative effect they have is even worse than what they have achieved for this 
county. So please even if you worked for NGO, I have worked so many years working for UN agencies in 
different part of this world so it’s not in order to mislead this house. Thank you very much honorable 
speaker. 

Hon Speaker: Yes, please go ahead member for Bura.  

Hon Abdullahi: Mr. Speaker member for Ijara do not understand what a point of order is all about. And 
that was not a point of order Mr. Speaker. I said the positive part of those NGOs that what they are 
contributing to this county. The last time from 2009 to 2013 I have worked with organization which was 
funded UN agency for state development I can remember 1453 I remember the number we have paid 
scholarship and bursaries for students, many of them who have benefited from that scholarship are 
working with the government of this county. Mr. Speaker UNICEF sponsor girl-child students up to high 
school student the needy ones. And I want us to echo those statements to congratulate the donors. Many 
of our youth which this county the money they get from is actually built and relies on the salary they get 
from this organization, more so I am not saying that is all. Mr. Speaker you have said and that is very 
clear and that is the direction that we need to have a bill that regulate, that measures what these 
organizations they do, how much they get and specifically what are these activities they do so that we 
don’t also duplicate with other department. You are doing something to do with education and about 10 to 
20 organizations are doing the same things. You are doing gender violence it’s true that some of the 
things they do is very much hurting. I can remember one time they advertise for a job and they said they 
need psycho-social councilor and in that advertisement they said you must be a Somali, because it was in 
Hagardere camp. But they have recruited a Kikuyu and I am sorry to say the clan, when did a Kikuyu 
started learning a Somali language that he can interpret and give psyche-social counselling. 

 Mr. Speaker there is a lot we must do, and as you said the direction is that we must have a bill that 
regulates the activities of these organizations. Mr. Speaker for those organizations that did not responded 
to this, we have task and I request and I suggest as you said I recommend that we need to have a special 
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committee that should follow up for this, so that it give us a clear information and measures and way 
forward, so that we can really make sure that thing work for us. Mr. Speaker out of 20 to 10 or maybe 20 
to 30 people that they employ maybe most of the Somalis in this county are junior staffs, most of them 
and when a certain organization or a certain assembly member or a certain member of parliament request 
to have a meeting they send that junior Somali man to come and defend them. It can happen and we are 
aware, the last three weeks we had a meeting in Almond with some organizations working in this town 
and they have sent to us a nutrition officer when the coordinator and programs managers are away that is 
not going to work. Mr. Speaker we have given a direction and I hope that stop the discussion even that is 
the way. So thank you Mr. Speaker  

Hon Speaker:  Yes, honorable Fatuma and then honorable Amran. Let me be a little bit gender sensitive 
also, we have had a number of male speaking let the honorable two ladies take the floor first. Before I let 
any other male member.  

Hon Fatuma Shide: Thank you Mr. Speaker and thanks to the person who brought this statement to the 
house. Mr. Speaker I think you have mention way and that is the way to go, I think we need a regulation 
bill and we need to have this organization do the work they come for and come with solution not with 
problems. Now that I am hearing there are a lot of problems stated by the previous members they come 
with a lot of problem than the solutions. Mr. Speaker I remember I worked with these organizations for 
about 18 years, Mr. Speaker these organizations have both local and international NGOs. The 
international organizations like UNHCR, IOM, WFP this are international organizations, there is also Red 
Cross which is a Kenyan organization the patron is the president I think Mwai Kibaki was one time even 
the president when I knew and they are doing a good work, even the ambulances the county are using we 
hired from them, if there is any emergency in the county maybe there is IDPs red cross is there standing 
with us. Mr. Speaker some of the organizations are owned by our own people, these are local 
organizations which are created by our own people like FAIDA, RRDO and they are run and managers 
are our own people. Mr. Speaker these organizations also come up with a lot of positive impact to our 
community. Mr. Speaker previously our community the Somali female lady never use to go to the 
maternities to deliver, but Mr. Speaker today if you go to Dertu or you go beyond Dertu where 
organization are working every woman are not agreed to be delivered by traditional birth attendance they 
want to go to hospital there are ambulances given to them by the organization. 50km radius means those 
are international organizations they have their mandate to serve because these are international 
organization which come with donor’s budget they cannot go beyond that. But there are organizations 
which we need to regulate. 

 When we come to the local international organization which are owned by Kenyans this are the once 
which are bringing problems this are the once which we need to regulate that if you come and you are 
FAIDA we need you to do health. This is health and you will be accountable for health. If it’s Fafi its Fafi 
health and you will be accountable for health in Fafi. The budget of the county will not do what you are 
doing and either other organization if like SIMAHO there are working in Balambala or this side if they 
are doing this side immunization then it’s there that is what we need to do. Mr. Speaker When I was 
working with UN millennium I think 80% of our children were immunized. They were getting 
vaccination they were getting immunization why because they had to reach areas our county alone we are 



 
JULY 24, 2018        THE ASSEMBLY DEBATE 

 

Disclaimer: The electronic version of the Official Hansard Report is for information purposes only. 
A certified version of this Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor. Garissa county Assembly 

10 

 

hard to reach areas. We cannot work like them because we have Donors fund we need to regulate with 
them all this people in refugee Camps or working even the local organizations here would have come to 
seek for jobs here in the county government but now they are working somewhere all that would have 
been burden to the county government and we would have fight on the resource and jobs that the county 
government is giving.  Mr. Speaker I believe there is a lot of positive that they are coming up what we 
need is only to regulate there is no duplication every organization when we used to be in the national 
government there used to be an entry point for every organization the District commissioner and district 
steering committee which used to seat with every organization because I pioneered one of the 
organization called Dertu millennium. I seated up here in Garissa and later moved to Dertu and when the 
entry point was made I was part of that team. The district steering committee used to seat with them and 
asked them what are you going to do? How much money do you have? Where are you going to operate 
and which area? Some of them even don’t have physical address but they are like an NGO. So the way to 
go is what the speaker has guided us to and I think we will follow that and let’s regulate them in terms of 
their work plan so that we avoid duplication not in terms of what kind of resources they come up. We will 
know their work plan. All this civic education done it’s done the NGOS. So let’s go for the direction the 
speaker has directed us and thank you Mr. Speaker. 

Hon.Speaker: Go ahead honorable Amran. 

Hon.Maryan: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I think the two members who just spoke I think is a shareholder 
of this NGOS because they are so defensive when it comes to the NGO. Mr. Speaker when the honorable 
member was going through this information I could see the way it was detailed how knowledgeable that a 
chief officer is to give us this kind of information. Mr. Speaker some of these NGOs did not responded 
others did not give information concerning their findings. The question is what are they doing here? Mr. 
speaker I’m not disputing and I think this house will not dispute that fact that this NGOs are doing 
something Mr. speaker but when I went through this list there are some NGOs that don’t even exist in this 
town some of them they sound very foreign. Mr. Speaker there is an NGO called community welfare 
development it’s in Mtwamwaki market of Thika Garissa road. I think that one is misplaced, close border 
community support program. I believe the 41 NGOs department has actually given in this list are not 
owned in Garissa county. Mr. Speaker we see NGOs helping women of this county in terms of maternity 
we see them helping our children immunization process thanks to them but that is not enough. Mr. 
Speaker this NGOS are causing a lot of damage to this county I come from Garissa Township Sub County 
but when I listen to what my colleagues from Fafi, Dadaab and Liboi tell us you can imagine some parts 
of this county are able to be helping the county government just because of the situation cause by the 
refugees. The refugees are brothers and sisters Mr. Speaker we help them we accommodated them, the 
international world has been helping them but doesn’t mean that they will help our brothers and kill us. 
They are messing us up.         

   

Take H missing 

Take i 
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Hon Hussein Dagane : who were being misused during campaign and it happened to me the first  phase 
of devolution  that I was actually shown that I cannot step in to this assembly because I don’t have 
accountability business but this time I promise it will be different and the last meeting we have in time 
and they requested if they can join us in the assembly see the proceeding how it is going that it is Mr 
Speaker and the other is about the NGO the youth being here is actually timely about the employment and 
the people are brought from another county for employment and our youth are suffering and I want to 
stand and support the member from liboi who said that locals are not beneficiary from NGO and the 
Kiambu county has passed the law that  should be 100% of locals employment and confirm that for you 
and no one knows more than the members who spoke before me than honorable member for FAFI and  
Dadaab the reason spoke was because of power article 195 that the county assembly has the power and 
committees  to entrance the attendants  of witness,  compel production of documents, issues of request or 
commission  to examine witness aboard and in my view there is a lot of money in NGO and this people 
defile our kids and speaking on point from Dr. Irshad we have heard bad language from refugees and the 
only we are influential we take from them is there language and high chances of immorality  and member 
from Dadaab can attest to that and I want to wide up because of time. The youth have the opportunity to 
associate represented participate political, social and economy in the sphere of life and thee right is in the 
constitution and the NGO in the constituency I can confirm is zero. Thank you  

Hon Speaker: What is it for clarification honorable Gedi? 

Hon Gedi : Thank you I want to assure this honorable house the committee of administration and public 
service  is equal to the task of bringing the NGO world on board. Mr. Speaker if you peruse this report 
this this is an infant department which started December last year according to the actual plan of this 
department is trying to enter MOU with this organization currently now as we are speaking there is no 
mode of interaction between Garissa County and NGO apart from UNHR which have assigned MOU 
with our county. There is also a draft bill and also a policy within the department and approved by the 
executive and is  upon to arrive soon. We don’t want a selective committee to undertake the work of this 
NGO world in this county and we have very combative committee. County public administration and 
service which has bring this response within the span one week  and  we have several statement pending 
and we need to be fair and let give the committee the space required to work and we have just started and 
journey of thousand miles start with one step  and with those few remarks I want to assure you with able 
chair of this committee this house NGO will be summoned in to this house and Mr. Speaker give us your 
direction and we are to get task to all this NGO Mr. Speaker. Thank you 

Hon Speaker : Honorable Gedi let me clarify one thing  that I did not direct select committee  I advised 
and  what I advised the final decision lies with you honorable member whether you want the 
administration or selected committee to go on but you see intergovernmental is nothing to do with NGO 
or NGO donors ….. 

Hon Maryam Mohamed: Allow me Mr. Speaker there is committee which was formed lately of which 
we never discussed their mandate that being one of them and that statement is being misplaced so I think 
we can work of that the mandate of each and every committee. Thank you  
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Hon Speaker: Very we will make the clarification to this house and there will be communication from 
the chair the mandate of those committee but honorable members you are aware the reason behind the 
formation of those committee. There no other business the house stand adjourned to tomorrow 9am. 
Thank you. 

The house adjourned at 4.30pm 

 


