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REPUBLIC OF KENYA 

   GARISSA COUNTY ASSEMBLY 

THE HANSARD 

Wednesday, 22nd February, 2023 

The House met at the County Assembly Chamber, 

Assembly Buildings, at 2. 30p.m 

[Hon. Speaker (Hon. Abdi Idle Gure) in the Chair] 

 

PRAYERS 

STATEMENT 

Response to Statement Sought from Chair Committee On County Affairs, Public 

Service and Intergovernmental Relation 

Hon. Speaker: Response to statement sought from chair committee on county affairs, public 

service and intergovernmental relation.  

Yes Hon. Adow  

Hon. Adow: Thank you Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker I beg to response to the statement. Mr. 

Speaker, the mandate of our committee includes: - Investigate, inquire into, and report on all 

matters relating to the mandate, management, activities, administration, operations and 

estimates of the assigned departments; Study the Programme and policy objectives of 

departments and the effectiveness of the implementation; 

Mr. Speaker, I also want to mention to the house that this statement was sought by Hon. 

Hassan Dahir from Baraki on matters regarding intergovernmental organizations (NGO) on 

their mandate and how they operate. Mr. Speaker, the committee had a deliberation on the 



 

February 22, 2023 ASSEMBLY DEBATE 

 

Disclaimer: The electronic version of the Official Hansard Report is for information purposes only. 

A certified version of this Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor. Garissa county 

Assembly  

 

2 February 22, 2023 

statement and we wrote a letter to the CECM. The CECM responded with scanty 

information.  

(Speaker consulting the table clerk) 

Hon. Speaker: Hon. Adow proceed  

Hon. Adow: Thank you Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, we wrote a letter on 16th December 2022 

for the CECM to respond. The CECM responded with the scanty information. The 

committee deliberated and found out that the response was not sufficient to be tabled in the 

house. We wrote a friendly invitation letter for the CECM to appear on 17th February 2023 

on which she did. Mr. Speaker, the following are submissions the CECM made before us. 

On 17th February 2023 CECM appeared before the committee and when she was asked the 

number of the NGO operating in the county, she responded that after doing mappings she 

already mapped out that 15 NGOs are currently operating in Garissa County. She has also 

mentioned out that is not the official number of the NGOs but she will feed the house as 

she's doing more update and more mapping on the NGOs.  

Mr. Speaker on the question of the specific sub counties these NGOs are operating, the 

CECM mentioned the various categories and attached a letter on a response that this 14 

NGOs which were named as a copy attach on the annexes. On annex one, which is the list 

of the NGOs she mentioned to us the number of NGOs that are working in different sub 

counties and the activities they are doing.  

She has mentioned preferably mostly in Lagdera, Balambala, Fafi, hulugo and ijara, those 

are the areas normally these NGOs are operating. She also mentioned to the committee that 

Dadaab has a number of NGOs but what she is doing on a special occasion on a special 

survey which you will brief the house on a date that she has sorted.  

 Mr. Speaker on the issue that was submitted is a detailed report showing the kind of NGOs 

that are currently working in sub counties, they are located in the other question which the 

honourable member was asking is the budget, whether the NGO normally share their budget. 

Now the CECM mentioned that the NGOs do not normally share their budget. They just 

holistically mentioned but not specific budgetary allocations per the project they are 

undertaking.  

She also promised the house that she will do an engagement with NGOs and she will feed 

us their budgetary allocations and their plans.  
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Mr. Speaker, the statement was also sought whether the work or the activities the NGOs are 

doing is intended with the CIDP and the Annual Development Plan for the county. The 

CECM mentioned that they normally advise the donors and partners to pick up priorities 

from the CIDP and the programs are always intended with the with the national goals and 

county goals. 

Mr. Speaker, the committee after the deliberation with the CDC recommended the CECM 

to undertake the following. We have guided those recommendations in page 4.  

Mr. Speaker,  

a. The county government should ensure that these NGOs work through framework of 

the county government and the department should act as an oversight to ensure that 

they are doing everything on their activity and work plan.  

b. we also mentioned to her that there is a need to have a collaborative measure between 

the leadership, the grassroots leadership, the NGOs and the executive department of 

the county to ensure that the services being provided by the partners is reaching to 

the intended and deserving people. 

c. the county to encourage these NGOs to touch to be in tach to the beneficial matters 

at hand, such as improvement of education matters, rather than cash transfer initiative 

that is being done in most of sub counties by the NGOs. Mr. Speaker, doing the 

deliberation with the CECM she mentioned to us most of the NGOs are doing cash 

transfer So they didn't mention something that have a permanent benefit like 

education to us so we also guided that our priorities must also be on education level, 

because that is a long time objective.  

d. we say there is a need to have a detailed work tracking system by the county 

government so that they can monitor what certain NGO is doing and where they are 

doing so that we avoid the same activity being done in the same area and later help 

those NGOs to identify whether this NGOs are required, which area are required, for 

example, Mr. Speaker, there is a repair of a borehole in Halugho and that place you 

know, is alkaline. We say we better concentrate on water pan in Hulugho than a 

borehole So that is the specific issue that we wanted.  
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e. Mr. Speaker, the NGOs also is needed to act only the base when it comes to outreach 

programs, and do assessment where necessary, and they need to be accounted for 

what they are doing or the work done.  

f. we recommended that they should engage the grassroots leaders to be consulted 

when choosing the criteria on which they use to help the people and that they should 

be aware Who needs the support.  

g. Mr. Speaker, the committee also advised the same to come up with a policy 

framework that will help guide decision making and rationalize outcomes with the 

donor activities or with the partners.  

h. Mr. Speaker, the members also encourage them to bring bill to the assembly, which 

we are ready to fast track.  

Mr. Speaker on the last point I wish to acknowledge the support provided to the committee 

by the Office of the Clerk and the office of the Speaker. In coming up with these detailed 

responses.  

Mr. Speaker with those few remarks I therefore table the response to the table clerk and be 

provided to the member for purposes of copy. Thank you. 

Hon. Speaker: Any contribution to the response. Hon. Maryan  

Hon. Maryan: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I hope the assembly was full today because the 

business on the table is very crucial. Interestingly all the members present are the members 

of this committee so every member I think every member who is in this house today is fully 

informed what is going on in this statement. We are part and parcel of this report, as my 

chair said earlier I wish to thank your office and the office of the clerk for giving us the 

opportunity to go through the statement and once we felt the first was not up to standard we 

opted to invite the CECM and her technical team to come and sit in front of the committee 

members and answer all and any other supplementary questions before members come up 

with.  

It was very interesting the CECM and her staff come they were able to answer this questions 

so detailed that compare to what was on the response and we urge them not to repeat that 

way of answering questions in that shallow manner next time because calling them here may 

not be a good signal to the department.  
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Mr. Speaker, everything that the honourable chair read is exactly what the CECM and her 

team told us and as a member who was present and actively participated, I can attest to that. 

Mr. Speaker, we felt that the number of NGOs or a group of people who were working in 

the name of NGOs who are coming to do some activities in our county in the name of NGO 

who are not coming through our county offices, who want to have offices in our county, who 

are coming to help our people in the of a being NGO.  

Mr. Speaker, every NGO is coming and doing copy cut job, they are coming to do cash 

transfer and outreach. Things which are not actual felt by the people and things which are 

not helping our people for a longer time, that is the reason as to why we came up with the 

idea of the department coming up with a policy or a Bill to cap those that may have 

unnecessary movement in and out of this county trying to create unnecessary meeting and 

unnecessary distribution of things that will not even satisfy or even help a certain sub county. 

If I take an example of where my chair comes from the way he said the water in Halugho is 

alkaline you cannot have a borehole so we have told them why two or three NGOs who are 

trying to drill a borehole and they cannot even get water which is fit for human consumption. 

Mr. Speaker, a place like Balambala or may Dadaab where you can have a borehole that can 

really help the people in those areas So we advise them and told them that we are going to 

work with them and we are ready to support them in terms of passing Bills and policy so that 

we have a committee that has an office, a fully-fledged committee that these NGOs can come 

through which are their registered and they give them the committee their work plan and the 

amount of money they are planning to spend how long they want to be in this county.  

Mr. Speaker, so far, so good the county assembly of Garissa the Department of county affairs 

are in agreement to those to cap those small, small problems that people come in with a brief-

case saying that they're an NGO and helping people and at the end of the day when they are 

leaving there is nothing substantial they're leaving behind So Mr. Speaker, I  support being 

a member of this committee but I wish this motion to be even taken back for some few  other 

days so that even the other members can read and go through because I know this NGO issue 

is really disturbing many people especially the members who sought this statement. I wish 

that member could be given an opportunity to see this statement and given an opportunity to 

contribute on the floor of this house Mr. Speaker, thank you. 

Hon. Speaker:  Hon. Abdullahi Sigat 
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Hon. Abdullahi Ibrahim Sigat: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I stand to support this motion. Mr. 

Speaker, I come from an NGO background and I've been in this field for five years, I want to 

dispute what the CEC member said here. She told us the total number of NGOs that we have 

in Garissa is14 although she's going back to dig deep so that she can be able to get, but I can 

tell you the number of NGOs we have in Garissa is more than 100. Now, I've been going 

through the list which she provided and one among the lists which he has one among the 

names which he has given out there are two major local NGOs in Garissa. One is called 

RRDO that is operating in the Dadaab and Lagdera and another one is known as FAIDA. I 

worked for FAIDA myself and FAIDA is not appearing so that will tell you that there are so 

many other NGOs that are left out. Number one we requested to furnish us with the total 

number of NGOs that we have in Garissa and the activities which they do.  

This county Mr. Speaker has got CIDP and every single NGO operating in Garissa must align 

themselves with that unless that is done, they will be duplication of activities and NGOs will 

be doing what they want. The community priorities must be considered. For an NGO to work 

in Fafi, for example I worked for KDRDIP. KDRDIP is the World Bank project that is going 

on right now, what used to happen is that every single NGO we must come with a policy that 

first of all, every single NGO will be able to report to a certain office before they make any 

operation. This is very crucial and this is very important, the reason being the NGO must be 

registered and must be known.  

The policy of the government is that these NGOs are covered under an umbrella body called 

NGO board. The NGO board is a government entity. It comes under Ministry of Internal 

Security and it is headed by the county commissioner so for an NGO to report for example, to 

Garissa County the NGO must first of all report to the county commission so the county 

commissioner can be able to keep a good record of every single NGO present in every 

county.  

Mr. Speaker, we need to have an office that oversees these people. We need to have a 

committee in place to handle this matter Because we cannot allow foreign NGOs to come and 

do what they want in this county. They are those that are transferring cash. When there are 

priorities of water when there is a water problem when there are health problems. When 

education is at stake Somebody is just transferring cash in the name of an activity. The 
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amount of money for example transferred in one of the NGOs one time was reading about 

146 million. I read it from somewhere one single NGO has transferred about 146 million as 

cash transfer, 146 million transferred for a period of only six months, that is one NGO 146 

million can do a lot. 146 million can drill boreholes, it can able to create water pans, it can 

able to provide supplies for facilities in our hospitals. A lot can be done with that money so 

we need to have a place where we can be able to question these people, where we can be able 

to reframe their priorities and where we are able to adjust their budgets. They should present 

their budgets so that we can align our CIDP with what they are doing.  

Most of these NGOs do not even consult the county government, that is why the CECM does 

not have the correct number of NGOs operating in Garissa and you see this is very sad 

because there are a lot of donors who are sending a lot of money to Garissa County this is 

unacceptable. We have to know the amount of budget coming to Garissa and we have to 

know what purpose that money is coming to do. You don't know what exactly is happening 

so unless these people are controlled, Mr. Speaker, unless we have an umbrella body we have 

to strengthen. 

 I will request my chairman because I belong to that committee. I request my chairman and I 

did this to him verbally. I request him to write to the NGO coordination board office in 

Garissa so that we can be able to summon them.  

We have a board here that is representing the NGO board so that they can come and tell us 

what these NGOs are doing and we organize for a meeting to talk to them. We have the 

mandate and the power to do that. 

Mr. Speaker, I also support my sister, who was the Speaker ahead of me so that you can be 

able to defer this motion So that when the house is maybe full, there are members who asked 

this question, there are a lot of things we need the members to contribute. There are a lot of 

things we need the members to hear so I will request that this report be serviced again 

sometime later when the house is full.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Hon. Speaker: Thank you, I think before the next order is given the sentiments and requests 

made by the house, the members and the magnitude and importance of this matter and that 
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affects each and every part of this county I would like to reconsider it for re-slotting on 

Thursday afternoon next week. 

Adjournment  

Hon. Speaker: At this point I would like to adjourn the house until tomorrow at 2:30 p.m 

 


