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ORDER OF BUSINESS 

PRAYERS 

1. Administration of Oath 

2. Communication from the Chair 

3. Messages 

4. Petitions* 

Petition by Garissa Farmers Network regarding the effects on the recuring floods, 

inadequate funding of Agricultural sector, acute shortage of Agricultural extention 

officers and dilapidated agricultural machinery services 

5. Papers 

6. Notices of Motion 

7. Questions and Statements* 

(STATEMENT SOUGHT FROM THE CHAIR COMMITTEE ON 

HEALTH) 

Hon. Speaker, Pursuant to Standing Order 47(2)(c) of the Garissa County Assembly 

Standing Orders, Article 185(3) of the Constitution of Kenya, 2010, and Section 8 of the 

County Governments Act, 2012, I rise to seek a Statement from the Chairperson of the 

Sectoral Committee on Health regarding the proposed elevation of Sankuri Health care to a 

Level 4 Hospital. 

Hon speaker, Article 43(1)(a) of the Constitution guarantees every person the right to the 

highest attainable standard of health, including the right to healthcare services. The Fourth 

Schedule to the Constitution assigns county governments the responsibility for county health 

services, including the management of county health facilities, primary healthcare services, 

ambulance services, and the promotion of public health. 
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Further, Section 5 of the County Governments Act, 2012 mandates county governments to 

discharge the functions assigned to them under the Constitution. In addition, Section 22 of the 

Health Act, 2017 requires the national and county governments to ensure the progressive and 

equitable distribution of public health facilities. 

Hon. Speaker, 

Sankuri health centre is the principal public health facility serving the residents of Sankuri 

Ward and neighbouring communities. Owing to rapid population growth and increased 

demand for healthcare services, the facility has outgrown its current status as a health centre. 

It lacks the infrastructure, medical equipment, human resources, inpatient facilities, 

laboratory capacity, maternity services, and emergency care required to adequately meet the 

healthcare needs of the population it serves. 

Hon speaker, Consequently, patients requiring comprehensive medical care are referred to 

distant facilities, resulting in delays in treatment, increased costs to patients, overcrowding in 

referral hospitals, and avoidable health risks. 

Hon. Speaker, the Ministry of Health’s Kenya Essential Package for Health (KEPH) and the 

Kenya Health Sector Referral Strategy recognize Level 4 Hospitals as facilities mandated to 

provide comprehensive primary and first-level referral services, including inpatient care, 

comprehensive maternity services, emergency and surgical services, laboratory diagnostics, 

pharmacy services, radiology, and other specialized services. Elevating Sankuri health centre 

to a Level 4 Hospital would significantly improve access to quality healthcare and enhance 

the realization of the constitutional right to health for the residents of Sankuri Ward and 

surrounding areas. 

In the statement, the chairperson should inquire into and report on ; 

1. Whether the County Government has any plans to elevate Sankuri health centre to a 

Level 4 Hospital. 

2. Whether the Department of Health has undertaken a needs assessment or feasibility 

study to support the proposed elevation of the facility, and if so, what were its 

findings and recommendations. 

3. What specific infrastructure improvements, medical equipment, staffing levels, and 

essential health services are required to enable the facility to attain Level 4 Hospital 

status. 

4. What timelines the Department has put in place for the implementation of the 

proposed elevation. 

5. What measures the Department has put in place to ensure that residents of Sankuri 

Ward continue to receive accessible, affordable, and quality healthcare services in line 

with Article 43 of the Constitution. 

(STATEMENT SOUGHT BY HON ABDIRAHMAN MOHAMED ALI- MCA SANKURI 

WARD) 
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2. (STATEMENT SOUGHT FROM THE CHAIR COMMITTEE ON 

COUNTY AFFAIRS, PUBLIC SERVICE AND INTER-

GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS) 

 

Hon. Speaker, Pursuant to Standing Order 47(2)(c) of the Garissa County Assembly 

Standing Orders and in exercise of my oversight mandate under Article 185(3) of the 

Constitution of Kenya, 2010, I rise to seek a Statement from the Chairperson of the relevant 

Sectoral Committee on County Affairs, Public service and Inter-Governmental relations, 

regarding the delayed operationalization of the newly established Sankuri Sub-County. 

 

Hon. Speaker, pursuant to the mandate of the County Government under the Constitution of 

Kenya, 2010 and the County Governments Act, 2012, counties are required to ensure 

effective decentralization of services and equitable access to public services at the sub-county 

level. 

 

Hon. Speaker, despite the establishment of Sankuri Sub-County, the County Government 

has only deployed a few officers, namely the Early Childhood Development (ECD) 

Coordinator, the Sub-County Administrator, and the Deputy Sub-County Administrator. 

These officers are currently operating without a designated, fully equipped, and functional 

office to support effective service delivery. 

 

Hon. Speaker, Further, several key departmental positions remain vacant or unfilled, 

including but not limited to: 

 

• Sub-County Medical Officer of Health (MOH); 

• Sub-County Water Officer; 

• Sub-County Revenue Officer; and 

• Other essential departmental officers required for effective decentralized service 

delivery. 

 

Hon. Speaker, It is worth noting that the National Government has already fully 

operationalized its administrative presence within Sankuri Sub-County. However, the County 

Government has not fully established the required administrative structures nor deployed the 

necessary personnel to match this presence and ensure effective service delivery to the 

residents. 

 

Hon. Speaker, this delay continues to undermine efficient service delivery, equity, and the 

constitutional principles of devolution. 
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Hon. Speaker, In the Statement, the Chairperson should inquire into and report on: 

 

1. Why has the County Government of Garissa delayed the full operationalization of 

Sankuri Sub-County despite its official establishment? 

2. What immediate measures has the County Government taken to ensure deployment of 

all required departmental officers to Sankuri Sub-County? 

3. When does the County Government intend to fill all outstanding vacancies and 

establish fully functional offices for effective service delivery? 

4. What clear timelines have been set for the complete operationalization of Sankuri 

Sub-County to ensure residents access county services in line with constitutional 

requirements? 

 

(STATEMENT SOUGHT BY HON ABDIRAHMAN MOHAMED ALI- MCA SANKURI 

WARD) 

 

 

 

8*. Motions and Bills* 
 

 


