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REPUBLIC OF KENYA 

GARISSA COUNTY ASSEMBLY 

THE HANSARD 

Thursday, 16th February, 2023 

The House met at the County Assembly Chamber, 

Assembly Buildings, at 2. 30p.m 

[Hon. Speaker (Hon. Abdi Idle Gure) in the Chair] 

PRAYERS 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR 

Hon. Speaker: Honourable members as you are aware the practice of every house to 

undertake a review and the rules of procedures towards the end of the term for use of 

subsequent house. 

Honorable members’ current standing order in use by the county assembly of Garissa is 

interim, having been drafted by transitional authority while it addresses the majority of the 

concerns of the county assembly way of conducting business it fails in some instances to 

capture circumstances that are unique to the county assembly of Garissa. 

 Honourable members, it’s on this precinct that the committee resolves to study and analyze 

the interim standing orders with the view of recommending appropriate amendment which 

shall address unique circumstances of Garissa County Assembly. 

In this regard honourable members as your Speaker and the chairperson of the committee, I 

therefore vied the house the commencement of this important exercise; being the review of 

the interim standing order and the rules of the procedure of the house invite all honourable 

members to make written submissions to the committee on any areas they feel require review 

or rebill.  
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I require the procedure and house rules committee to arrange meetings with the leaderships of 

the house including committee leadership to seek their views on areas requiring review in our 

rules of procedure and require the clerk of the Garissa County Assembly to facilitate the 

process of seeking views to the public and the other external stakeholders, by way of 

invitation in the media. The house is accordingly guided.  

Next order  

STATEMENT 

Hon. Speaker: Honourable members cognizant of the fact that I had instructed from this 

chair that we get response from the CECM for health that we had received the response this 

morning and therefore considering the need for the members of this house to familiarize 

themselves with the report so that they are able to contribute and prosecute the matter 

effectively. It’s my considered decision and instruction that I defer this matter to Tuesday at 

2.30pm.  

Next order 

 

MOTION 

Hon. Speaker:  Chair for land Hon. Khadija Idriss please proceed. 

Hon. Khadija Idriss: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I beg to move the following motion. That this 

house considers and approve the report of the committee on lands and urban development on 

conferment of masalani town to municipality status as provided for section 8 of the urban 

areas and cities Act. I request Hon. Farhiya Buro to second me 

Hon. Farhiya Buro: Thank you Mr. Speaker sir, I stand to second. 

Hon. Speaker: Ok now I would allow members to ventilate the matter. Thank you 

Hon. Khadija Idriss: Mr. Speaker Sir, on behalf of the Committee on Lands, physical 

Planning and urban development and pursuant to Standing Order 191(1) it is my duty and 

pleasure to present to the Assembly, the Committee’s report on the Masalani Municipal 

Charter. 

Composition of The Committee 

The committee on lands, physical planning and urban development was established pursuant 

to standing order 191 of the County Assembly. 
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The committee comprises of the following Members 

1. Hon Khadija Idriss Mohamed    Chairperson 

2. Hon. Abdirahman Muktar    Vice chairman 

3. Hon. Hajir Mohamed Dahiye    Member 

4. Hon. Issa Aden Abdi    ‘’  

5. Hon. Mohamed Sheikh Abdi    ‘’ 

6. Hon. Abdirahman Mohamed Ali      ‘’ 

7. Hon. Ayan Mohamed Dahir                ‘’ 

8. Hon. Farhiya Buro                              ‘’ 

9. Hon. Fakrudin Haji Sadik                      ‘’ 

10. Hon. Dekow Mohamed Duale               ‘’ 

11. Hon. Abubakar Mohamed Khalif            ‘’ 

12. Hon. Fatuma Mohamed Shide               ‘’ 

13. Hon. Abdullahi Ibrahim sigat               ‘’ 

 

Mandate of The Committee  

Mr. Speaker sir, the committee is established pursuant to Standing Order191 (1) with its 

subject matter asset out in the Second Schedule. Its functions areas set out in Standing 

Order191 (5) and include generally to: 

a) Investigate, inquire into and report on all matters relating to the mandate, 

management, activities, administration, operations and estimates of the assigned 

departments 

b) Study the Programme and policy objectives of departments and the effectiveness of 

implementation 

c) Study and review all county legislation referred to it; 

d) Study, access and analyze the relative success of the departments  as   measured by the 

results obtained as compared with their stated objectives; 

e) Investigate and inquire into all matters relating to the assigned department as they 

may deem necessary, and as may be referred to them by the County Assembly 

f) Vet and report on all appointments where the constitution or any law requires the 
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County Assembly to approve except under Standing Order184 (Committee on 

Appointments); 

g) Make reports and recommendations to the County Assembly as often as possible 

including recommendation of proposed legislation. 

Committee Meetings 

Mr. Speaker Sir, the committee held two meetings 5thand 6th December 2022 to consider and 

review the Masalani Municipal Charter. In one of the meetings the committee made a 

resolution to conduct public participation on the Masalani Municipal Charter on 7th 

December, 2022 from 9.00 am. The members of the public were notified of the public 

participation forum through newspapers inviting the general public.  

Acknowledgement 

Mr. Speaker sir, The Committee is grateful to the Offices of the Speaker and the Clerk of the 

County Assembly for the support extended to it in fulfilling its mandate. 

I also wish to thank Members of the Committee and staff of the Assembly who worked 

tirelessly to compile this Report. In addition, I wish to thank Members of the public who 

sacrificed their time to attend the public participation exercise held at Nomad Palace Hotel 

and gave their valuable views on the proposed Masalani Municipal Charter. 

Mr. Speaker sir, I wish to confirm that the recommendations of the Committee in this Report 

were unanimous. It is therefore my pleasant duty and privilege, on behalf of the Committee 

on Lands physical planning and urban development to table this Report to the House for 

consideration and adoption.  

Mr. Speaker sir, due to time I will go to page 9 (4).  

Public participation on Masalani Municipality charter by the County assembly of Garissa 

Mr. Speaker Sir, The Assembly carried out a public participation exercise on 7th December, 

2022 at the Nomad Palace Hotel. The public participation was attended by members of public 

from Masalani, Ijara and Hulugho Sub-counties and it was clear that the public was impressed 

by the proposed Masalani Municipality. They made their proposals which were captured by 

the secretariat. Majority of the Members of Garissa County assembly were present. 

The following umbrella groups were also represented; 
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i. Youth representatives 

ii. Business community 

iii. Civil society 

iv. Women groups 

v. PWD representative 

Submissions from Members of the Public During the Public Participation by The County 

Assembly 

Mr. Speaker Sir, 

i. Article196 (1) (b) of the Constitution requires the County Assembly to facilitate public 

participation in its business. The County Assembly’s Committee on Lands, physical 

planning and       Urban Development through the office of the clerk placed an advert in one 

of the local dailies; the Standard, dated Monday, December 5th, 2022 inviting the 

stakeholders and the general members of the Public to present their views on the charter 

to the proposed Masalani Municipality. 

ii. In fulfillment of this requirement, the County Assembly Committee on Lands, physical 

planning and urban Development conducted a public participation exercise on     the 

proposed Masalani Municipal Charter on 7th December, 2022 at Nomad Palace Hotel 

for members of the public to give their views. 

iii. At the time of compiling this report no memorandum had been received from the public, 

however the committee was able to collect the following views from the persons who 

attended the various forums. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, 

iv. Among the participants were committee members of Masalani Town, the business 

Community, and civil society. The members of the public were taken through the 

Charter by the Chairperson of the Committee. 

v. In support of the Charter, members of the public made the following proposals;  

a) Electricity – It was mentioned that some parts of the proposed municipality do not have 

electricity in place. It was therefore suggested that the Board in collaboration with the 
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relevant county and national government agencies should strive to ensure that 

electricity is connected to all parts of the municipality. 

b) Infrastructure – One of the residents was of the opinion that the Board establishes a 

good infrastructure system to aid in the planning of the municipality particularly; 

tarmacking of access roads, electricity connection, development of proper sewerage 

systems, Masalani market sheds for vegetable vendors. 

c) Board Qualifications – Eligibility and qualification of board members and staff should 

be fair and just. It was highlighted that persons appointed to the Board and staff 

employed, should be qualified for the positions through a competitive process to ensure 

that the administration of the Municipality is managed effectively and efficiently and 

should come from larger Masalani residents. 

d) Economic development – One of the participants supported the conferment of Masalani 

to status of Municipality, noting that, it comes with a number of economic benefits 

including and not limited to; Job creation, increase revenue generating capacity and 

increase property value. 

Committee’s Findings and Observations 

i. The committee observed and noted that, Clause 3.3 of the charter on composition and 

term of the municipal board of the municipality reads as follows; “The board of the 

municipality shall be composed of nine (9) members. Four members of the board of 

the municipality shall be appointed through a competitive process by the county 

executive committee and approved by the assembly. Five members of the board shall 

be nominated by umbrella bodies” this is contrary to Urban Areas and Cities act, 

2011 section 14, 1 and 2 which states that; “A Board of a municipality shall be 

composed of nine (9) members appointed by the county governor with the approval 

of the county assembly. 

The members of the board appointed shall be constituted as follows- 

 The county executive member of the time being responsible for cities and urban areas 

or his representative and  

 Three other members appointed by the county governor, with the approval of the county 

assembly  
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 The chief officer responsible for urban development and the municipal manager shall 

be the secretary of the board and ex officio member of the board. 

The remaining four (4) members of the board of a municipality specified shall be nominated 

by - 

 An umbrella body representing professional association in the area. 

 An association representing the private sector in the area. 

 A cluster representing registered associations of the informal sector in the area. 

 A cluster representing registered neighborhood associations in the area; 

(Point of order) 

Hon. Speaker: Hon. Abdirahman what is the matter? 

Hon. Abdirahman Ali: Thank you Mr. Speaker I raise on standing order no. 4. I just want 

to request that we get the report because of time, members also want to contribute to this 

matter. I suggest if our able chair for lands can go direct to committee recommendations so 

that we have time to debate.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 

Hon. Speaker: Hon. Khadija I think the point of order raised by Honourable member is in 

order. I will advise or guide you to go to straight to observation and recommendations so 

that we have the members now to prosecute the matter at the floor of the house. Please 

proceed as guided. 

Hon. Khadija Idriss: Mr. Speaker I stand guided but I think am almost there.  I was doing 

the observation and findings of the committee and the recommendations of the committee  

Hon. Speaker: Thank you. 

Hon. Khadija Idriss: This thing is so dear to me and to the people of Masalani that I want 

to give all our time. 

(Applause)  

1. The committee noted that, clause 3.4.2 of the charter on Eligibility for appointment of the 

Municipal Board of the municipality states that, each member of   Board of the Municipality 

shall have the following qualifications: 
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(a) be a Kenyan citizen; 

(b) be ordinarily resident or have a permanent dwelling in the Municipality; 

(c) carry on business in the Municipality; or 

(d) Have lived in the Municipality for at least five years. 

(e) Have a minimum of post-secondary school education from a recognized 

institution 

This is contrary to Urban Areas and Cities act, 2019 section 14, 6 which states that; 

(a) Holds at least a diploma from an institution recognized in Kenya;  

(b) Has a distinguished career in a medium level management position in either the private or 

public sector; 

(c) Holds at least five years’ post-qualification professional experience; and  

(d) Satisfies the requirements of chapter six of the constitution. 

(e) Is an ordinary resident or has a permanent dwelling in the municipality; and 

(f) Carries on business in the municipality or has lived in the municipality for at least five 

years. 

2. The committee observed that Masalani town satisfies the threshold to be conferred the status 

of Municipality as follows: 

a) Is in the process of putting in place The Masalani Municipality Integrated 

Development Plan. 

b) Has sufficient space for expansion as required by law 

c) Has a capacity to effectively and efficiently deliver essential services to its 

citizens as provided for in the fourth schedule of the Constitution of Kenya 2010. 

d) Have infrastructural facilities, including but not limited to street lighting, and 

markets. 

e) Has the capacity for functional and effective waste disposal system 

f) Has demonstrable capacity to generate sufficient revenue to sustain its operations. 

g) Has a fast-growing population. 

Resolution of the Public Participation  

The Chairperson assured the participants that the issues which they had raised will be given 

serious consideration, and that the Urban Areas and Cities Act, the County Government Act 
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and the Constitution of Kenya recognized public participation as a measure of involving 

members of the public in addressing issues. Moreover, the Urban Areas and Cities Act provided 

for citizen fora where the residents will regularly meet the Municipal Board to discuss diverse 

issues in the Masalani Municipality. 

 The participants of the Public/stakeholder participation meeting approved the Masalani 

Municipal Charter for onward presentation to the County Assembly for debate and final 

approval. 

Committee Recommendations 

Mr. Speaker Sir, upon reviewing the proposed Masalani Municipality Charter and considering 

the views of the public, the Committee makes the following recommendations: THAT; 

1) Clause 3.3 and 3.4.1 of the charter should be in line with the Urban Areas and Cities Act, 

revised edition 2019 (2011) section 14 (1) (2) a, b, c, d, e (3) and 14 (6) 

2) The committee recommends for the establishment of a municipality logo. This will have 

a significant impact on a municipality’s public perception thus an important branding 

tool for the municipality. 

That, pursuant to the provisions of Section 9(1) of the Urban Areas and Cities Act of 2011(the 

Principal Act), the Urban Areas and Cities (Amendment) Bill, 2017 and the Urban Areas and 

Cities (Amendment) Act, 2019 that this House resolves Masalani Town be conferred the status 

of Municipality by H.E. the Governor by grant of a Charter.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker,  

Hon. Speaker: Honorable majority leader  

Hon. Abubakar khalif: Thank you Mr. Speaker I rise to support the motion moved by chair 

on committee on lands and physical planning on the conferment on Masalani municipality 

Mr. Speaker 104 of County government act is clear which gives powers the County executive 

the Governor to designate on set ups of sub counties, municipalities and confinement of 

urban centers. Section 111 of the County Government act also requirement of conferment of 

any municipality town is stated as a committee we found out that the proposed Masalani 

Municipality has land used by the municipality and there is a set up in place further. Mr. 

Speaker, section 9(111) of urban areas and cities act bill 2019 states that for a town to be 
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conferred as a municipality status it should have a more than 50,000 which we found out in 

Masalani which now allows this very honorable House to approve this without hesitation.  

we also found out that it has an integrated urban area development plan in accordance with 

this act and other existence law further honorable Speaker Masalani has the capacity and can 

effectively deliver service to its residence and those services have been in existence since 

immemorial the town which was in existence which was approved by the previous Assembly 

confirmed to us by the committee findings demonstrate that Masalani has a good system and 

prudent record of management, I therefore urge this Honorable House to go in line with the 

report  to  approve Masalani to give the good people of Masalani an early new year gift 

because we are on the second session this is the first week in a local vernacular we say 

Mapema ndio best it is prudent that  we give the people of Masalani  a good gift, a new year 

gift  

Hon. Speaker: Honorable Abdirahman 

Hon. Abdirahman Mohamed Ali: Thank you Mr. Speaker to start with I want to say that 

Masalani to be elevated from town to municipality was long overdue.  

Mr. Speaker, allow me to go back to history I remember Ijara had a County Council like the 

one for Garissa County Council before even devolution Ijara had its own system its own 

councilors the chairman clerk and human resource that is with the council and I think 

confirming it now to municipality is not just privilege but its rights and it was long overdue 

coming now to the constitution of 2010 a county Government was formed and I want to thank 

from the onset the two governors his excellency governor Ali Korane  for turning Masalani to 

a town level where you have a manager and I think it is this House that has approved. 

Secondly, I also want to thank his Excellency governor Nadhif the current governor for now 

elevating Masalani from town to municipality and I think as a House we need to support the 

executive whenever they are right when they make a right decision, we need to stand with 

them and support and we urge all the sub counties to follow Masalani and conferred them 

with municipal status. 
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when you have a municipality, it comes with a lot of benefits and I think you can attest to that 

in Garissa Municipality. we support him but we also want to be one of his legacies, we also 

confer Dadaab to be municipal status.  

Mr. Speaker, we need to have Modogashe, Bura and Balambala as a municipality, when you 

have a municipality there are many advantages that comes with having a municipality. I think 

you can attest what Garissa municipality benefited from, we have tarmac that was built 

behind Garissa high school and another one next prison all those are coming with the 

municipality status and I argued we don’t want this municipal status for masalani to be just a 

ghost project, we want it to be implemented all the things that is supposed to be devolved. 

We need to have tarmac road in Masalani and its environment. we need to have market like 

that was built by our former Governor Ali Korane and I think it’s that status that will make 

our people to get development.  

I beg to support, I sat in this committee and I want to conform to the house it was a 

unanimous decision, I think for you to get for you a unanimous decision in any committee is 

not a joke. 

 Mr. Speaker, I support and I stand for Masalani we will be there for them even to celebrate 

with it. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Hon. Speaker: Yes, Hon Mahat  

Hon. Mahat: Thank you Mr. Speaker, first I want to take this opportunity to commend the 

able chair and her committee for giving us this good report. I also stand to support the 

motion, the way it has been said I think the conformant of Masalani it is long overdue.  

Mr. Speaker, the report is very clear and section 111 of the county government Act according 

to the report is very clear. It requires the county municipality should have the following plans 

city and municipality land use, city and municipality zooning, plans city and urban building 

which Masalani has.  

Mr. Speaker, the objective is very clear and the report it says provide efficient and 

accountable management municipality provide for governance mechanism that was able 

inhabitance of municipality preferable social pursue development, opportunity that provide 
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high chance for social service in cost effective manner to municipality resident which the 

people of Masalani are clear need of it.  

Mr. Speaker, I think the governor also according to the letter which is available in report that 

he has requested the letter he wrote to the Speaker on 1st December 2022 that he wants 

Masalani to be conferred to be municipality.  

Mr. Speaker history will judge this house harshly, if today we don’t pass this motion. Mr. 

Speaker, I think this is going to be life time achievement in terms of this house for us and it is 

part of our job description for the assembly to pass this conferment.  

Mr. Speaker, it also achievement for the Speaker and the whole house.  Mr. Speaker, without 

forgetting the conferment will also attract bigger benefit i.e., world bank funding which helps 

municipalities in constructions of roads and sewage systems so it’s going to have a lot of 

benefits, this conferment of Masalani municipality will have a lot of benefit. I therefore urged 

my follow members to support this conferment and we pass this motion. 

 Thank you very much. 

Hon. Speaker: Hon Mohamed sheikh 

Hon. Mohamed Sheikh: Thank you Mr. Speaker, I stand to support the conferment of 

Masalani as municipality and I urge the members to also support and approve the report of 

the committee. I want to take this opportunity to thank the committee as a whole who have 

taken time to generate this report and the executive headed by our able Governor who has 

initiated this municipality through his able CEC Mohamed Hussein.  

My message to the members of this house is we are making history. We are making the right 

decision if we anonymously approve this because Masalani was supposed to be municipal 

long time and it has all the necessary criteria as supposed to be for example what we have 

here is Masalani has potential for revenue collection as you are all aware we have 

ASHAQBIN conservancy which can also be a tourist attraction, revenue creation and also job 

creation center. We also have street light in Masalani, we have very proper water 

management system, we have schools, we have all natural resources, infrastructure and all 

necessary requirement so I urged the members because I am a member of the committee, I 
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request all of us to support this motion and I don’t think there is any member who can object 

this report.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Hon. Speaker: Hon Ayan Mohamed  

Hon. Ayan Mohamed: Thank you Mr. Speaker I stand to support the motion, and I have a 

few points to make, one to the county government and one to the people of Masalani. The 

point I want to make is that the government is to focus on the objectives of the purposes of 

the creation of the municipalities and it is stated clearly on page 7. I can read them loud; the 

objectives of municipality is to provide efficient and accountable management of the 

municipality; provide for a governance mechanism that will enable the inhabitants of the 

Municipality to participate in determining preferable social services and regulatory 

framework, and enjoy efficiency in public service delivery; pursue developmental 

opportunities available  in the Municipality ;and provide high standards of social services in 

a cost effective manner to the Municipality residents, Those are the objective; The Purposes 

are promotion, regulation and provision of an integrated wastes management system; 

promotion and provision of water and sanitation services and infrastructure; construction and 

maintenance of urban roads and associated infrastructure; construction and maintenance of bus 

and taxi stands, Boda-boda sheds , so I want the county government to focus on these things. 

this is not a cash cow project this is something that was created to help the people of 

Masalani so if they focus on these few things it’s going to help the people of Masalani. 

The point I want make to the people of masalani is forget about clannism, this is for all of us, 

let us work together as one community for the benefit of all.  

The other point is we need to ensure cleanliness, yes we have been given municipality but 

what next, what are we doing to make sure that stands out. We need to make sure it’s clean. 

We need to work on sanitation. We need to work on order and organization. We need to plan 

a lot of trees; I am not going to get tired of saying this. We need to keep on planting trees and 

protect our wildlife. The other most important point is we need grow our own food. I don’t 

know how no one is worried about how our people buy food all the time. we can’t grow food 

we depend on our animals. We hardly have any, most of them are in Lamu. we need to go 
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basics and find out what can we do to make sure that everyone has food on their table and the 

only way is to grow food, let me finish Mr. Speaker  

Hon. Speaker: I wish you to speak on the motion, whether you affirm to the motion, you 

support the motion or other wise  

Hon. Ayan: I fully support the motion 

Hon. Speaker: Please proceed  

Hon. Ayan: My last point this is for people of Masalani am talking to people of Masalani 

because am telling them now that we have the municipality what do we do about it?  one is 

growing food the second we need to grow our own grass, the war between my people and 

tana river and lamu is because our animals are going to grazing their farms why don’t we 

create lands and grow grass and put our animals there.  

Hon. Speaker: Thank you Ayan for your environmental consciousness in the interest of time 

I will give each member two minutes, Hon Hajir Mohamed Dahiye the member for abakhaile, 

will be followed by member for Dadaab. Hon. Mohamed Farah.  

Hon. Hajir Mohamed Dahiye: Thank you Mr. Speaker I stand to support the motion, I  am a 

member of the committee, let me take this opportunity to congratulate our adult care for 

guiding us through this process as the  saying goes what a man can  do a lady can do better, 

secondly there is a motion that the report delayed, a want to assure the public through this 

house there was ill will towards the people of Masalani we love the people of Masalani 

because it was a procedural issue as guided by our able Speaker who hailed from Masalani 

and I want to say that Masalani is crown on our head we will recommend the passing of this 

motion. 

Lastly, I want to congratulate the people of Masalani I have been to Masalani the beautiful 

town well-planned of all amenities and the people of have heavily invested in that town the 

kind of house that were built there were commendable, congratulation the people of Masalani 

and here we are giving you the municipality, I therefore support the motion.  

Hon. Speaker: Next Hon.  Mohamed Abdi Farah. 
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Hon.  Mohamed Abdi Farah: Thank you Speaker for giving me this opportunity, Mr. 

Speaker you can understand the presence of Hon. Ayan today and largely the members for 

Ijara constituency and also let me take opportunity to thank the committee for land and also 

let me take this opportunity to say congratulations to the people of Masalani and I am really 

supporting the idea of Masalani being raised to status. 

Mr. Speaker Masalani was a town status the only challenge they will face the Hon. Member 

the chair for implementation and us will make follow up this municipality be given funding 

enough resources if there are no resources, we have around 136million for municipality do 

they give to Garissa? Because of that reason Mr. Speaker, I want to challenge the executive 

arm of this county government to focus on resourcing the recent status of Masalani as well as 

Garissa and those that will come along because Mr. Speaker if you don’t provide resources 

for this municipality remember Masalani was a town status we are telling the executive to 

fund it until we see Masalani is beautiful enough to visit, thank you Mr. Speaker.   

Hon. Speaker: I have the juggle carefully gender gourd therefore I will give to the chairlady 

gender Hon. Fatuma Hakar. 

Hon. Fatuma Hakar:  Thank you Mr. Speaker sir and I raise to support the motion and I 

would like to congratulate the whole committee of lands and their able chair for coming into 

consensus to alleviate Masalani town in to municipality, Mr. Speaker Sir this will bring a lot 

of opportunities to the people of Masalani and I would like to urge Masalani community to 

create their own opportunity, so Mr. Speaker I therefore support the motion, thank you.  

Hon. Speaker: Hon. Abdullahi Sigat the member for Nanighi. 

Hon. Abdullahi Sigat: Thank you Mr. Speaker for giving me this opportunity, the face of 

Hon. Adow is really shining and smiling and I can actually know the reason without being 

told, so I raised to support this motion.  

Hon. Speaker the conferment of Masalani to a municipal status comes with a lot of goodies 

and we are happy for the people of Masalani am a member of lands committee we have done 

a lot we have worked around the clock to make sure we prioritize what is priority for 

Masalani and farther elevate the status of Masalani in to a town and the current governor 

elevated it to a municipal status that will tell you a lot that we love the people of Masalani so 
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we are here to unanimously agree  that we confide in to a municipality status I raised to 

support am so grateful ,thank you.  

Hon. Speaker: Hon. Adow the member for Hulugho. 

Hon. Adow: In the name of Allah the compassionate the merciful may his Marcy and 

blessing be upon his messenger and those who believe in the day of judgment, Mr. Speaker I 

raised to support the motion.  

First of all, I want to congratulate my aunty honorable/chairlady for lands and urban 

development for the job well done and her committee member. The second congratulation 

goes to his excellency the Governor for confirming that Masalani needs the status to be 

converted into municipality because it has existed as town management for the past five 

years, which was convert by his previous predecessor his excellency governor Ali Bunow. 

Mr. Speaker this is just creation of autonomous activities by the people to manage 

themselves, to plan the activities and to make developmental activities within their town.  

The municipality the urban areas and city act allows the governors to create such kind of 

municipality where he feels it deem right and deem fit. Mr. Speaker my only worry is that if 

the municipality can meet the threshold of its own resource generation, the town has the 

capacity, it has natural resources, it has conservations, the quarry that we called duwandoisa 

and the ishakbini conservancy and many other resources. our people are too lazy, because the 

regulation within the constitution the county government urban areas and cities act meagerly 

put the thresholds to be revenue generation by the municipality town, the only worry is that, 

but in terms of population in terms of other development the schools, hospitals and tarmac 

roads even are available in Masalani, all other infrastructure that can meet the thresholds are 

always available. I would have urged the county government the executive department of 

lands and the committee should follow up, let the town be supported for a duration so that it 

can make the threshold of its own resource generation. 

Mr. Speaker, I also want to echo the same sentiment made by honorable member for Sankuri 

that devolution is meant to make the people at the grassroot feel the fruit of devolution, we 

will expect more creation of cities, municipalities and towns depending on the status and the 

revenue generation of those have or the threshold they can meet, we expect to see Balambala 
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being a municipality, Dadaab to be same, Modogashe and any other town that can meet the 

threshold, because it is just a matter of the law and legislation that Is required.  

Mr. Speaker, with those few remarks I holistically congratulate the third assembly for giving 

us this pleasure to be the first municipality to be converted in Garissa County. We cannot 

take for granted you contributions, you follow up to this matter and as honorable members for 

Dadaab has eluded that we said the rumors that has been there, that people wanted money, 

people wanted to score political score, why deferred municipality approval it was just 

purpose of legislation and thorough documentation, that was the only delayed. 

There was no ill heart, there was no ill motive and now that the threshold has been met and 

the necessary document has been availed, we are ready I am in cognizant that the house will 

approve and I urge members to approve holistically without any doubt. Thank you. 

Hon. Speaker: Thank you, Hon. Dekow Mohamed Duale  

Hon. Dekow Duale:  Thank you Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker first and foremost I want to 

congratulate my able chair I am also part and parcel of the committee of land and I want to 

congratulate the entire committee led by our able chair my younger sister Daktari Khadija 

Idris.  

Secondly, I stand to support the motion and I want to say this, everything moves in line with 

the resource today we upgrading Masalani into municipality but if you want drive and your 

vehicle doesn’t have fuel, doesn’t have battery, doesn’t have tyres the vehicle doesn’t move, 

the meaning of development is money resources, there is movable and immovable things, the 

immovable thing and again move, towns don’t move unless Allah (SW) want to move them, 

but in terms development towns moves, you can leave you are away for two to three years, if 

during your absence that place is invested you cannot know it, it will change totally because 

of the development.  

I wanted to tell the governor and his government to be serious in putting enough resources in 

Masalani it cannot move without resources. Secondly the bigger job the municipality of 

Masalani will do for us is stop the immigration of people from that area to Garissa urban area 

look for better life not only Masalani but every other sub county of Garissa County people is 

moving from all the sub counties to come and look for better life in Garissa town, the earlier 
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we make every subcounty to a municipality the better for us. For those few remarks I support 

the motion and I am telling the governor speedily invest in Masalani municipality thank you 

Mr. Speaker. 

Hon. Speaker: Honorable Omar take that chance    

Hon Omar Abdi: Thank you Mr. Speaker, my concern is clause three board qualification the 

eligibility of the board member, since we are approving this and we are adapting  I want this 

to be adapted as it is, because we have seen many executives are doing a lot of conspiracy to 

this, so the board and staff employed should be qualified the position through a competitive 

process to ensure the administration of the municipality is manage effectively and efficiently 

and should come from the larger resident of Masalani, we don’t want  somebody from far end 

to be included because this is the opportunity of Masalani and we want the Masalani youth 

and ladies to benefit such opportunities, so with that remarks, I  also want to congratulate my 

sister honorable Khadija chair lands committee with time and the way she really put this 

report effectively maybe many were thinking was held due to other eventualities, but today 

the community of Garissa county ……….. 

Hon. Speaker: Yes, Honorable Abubakar what is your point of order  

Hon Abubakar (Majority Leader):   Honorable Speaker I am rising on standing order 50(2) 

which says that at the calculation of the debate the Speaker shall put on the question, I think 

we have debated on the matter of Masalani, all the members are in concurrency of the 

conferment of Masalani being upgraded to municipality and we beg honorable Speaker you 

post the question. 

Hon. Speaker: Order! Order! Honorable members; I will give each member two minutes but 

if you did not stick to your two Minutes, we will mute your mike. 

Hon. Abubakar (Majority Leader): Are they in line with the agreement that we approve 

this motion moved by chair of Lands if yes then put the question. If some has a dissenting 

voice, then they should be given time to air their voice and grievances, thank you honorable 

Speaker. 

Hon. Speaker: Honorable Abdiweli please stick to your two minutes. 
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Hon. Abdiweli (Saka Ward): Thank you for giving me this chance to contribute on this very 

important motion. Secondly, I want to thank the committee on Land and physical planning 

and Urban Development for submitting this substantive report concerning Masalani 

Municipality Mr. Speaker sir! Please protect us I can see the leadership want to dominate the 

house we are representing almost 5000 voters and we need to contribute our views on this 

important motion. Having said that Mr. Speaker, I Abdiweli Aden Abdullahi representing the 

great people of Saka Ward I 100 percent support the motion of elevating Masalani from 

Town to Municipality, thank you. 

Hon. Speaker: Honorable Member for Liboi  

Hon. Ahmed (Liboi Ward): I would like to congratulate the committee for the job well 

done. The report is well articulated once again say congratulation in the reports I see 

objective and plans for the people of Masalani.  

Mr. Speaker we always dream of having a local government that directly involve with the 

committee the community of any city or village but from this know I can see we will have a 

community where its demands views and claims will be listened, I think that will be the most 

important thing whereby the government will able to enact laws and I thing that is most 

important thing ,Mr. Speaker I want  to use an Arabic ward that says “LA SHUKRA CALAL 

WAJIBA; When see people saying thank you to the people of Masalani , we aren’t doing any 

favor for them this was a must do act you deserve this post. This is a generational act that will 

build bridges and connect the people to the nation and I say congratulation once again. 

Thirdly I want to say this when the history is judged the feature of this generations will never 

remember us which tribe, we were from which regional we were from and which political 

party we were from. I urge my fellow members to support the motion  

Hon. Speaker: Honorable Fatuma Mohamed Shide 

Hon. Fatuma Shide: Thank you Mr. Speaker for giving me this opportunity I stand to 

support the motion I congratulate the committee that I belong to Committee of Lands, Urban 

planning. I congratulate my chair being the first chair to table a report in this house Mr. 

Speaker I also congratulate not leaving you out the members from Masalani who are putting 

on ties today for this important function.  
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Mr. Speaker, I want to urge one point to the executive arm that they should deploy all the 

professionals and the technical team to take service closer to Masalani through confirming 

Masalani to Municipality, thank you Mr. Speaker sir and I support Masalani to be 

Municipality. 

Hon. Speaker: Point of information granted  

Hon. Adow Omar: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I just wanted to inform the member that I’m the 

only one wearing ties so she must congratulate me specifically. The Speaker is a general 

member of this house.     

Hon. Speaker: Honorable Fatuma I stand guided that the Speaker doesn’t belong to any of 

this, withdraw that  

Hon. Fatuma Shide: Thank you Mr. Speaker I withdraw  

Hon. Speaker: The Member for Masalani the Man in the house honorable Yunis the Man of 

the moment. 

Hon. Yunis: Thank you honorable members categorically the committee headed by the chair 

her majesty Mrs. Khadija, the clerk you have done a commendable job I appreciate you so 

much and I was planning to be the last person to speak before the chair speaks, so Mr. 

Speaker thank you the committee have done a commendable job and I appreciate so much 

the people of Masalani as I’m representing the area. Let me give the advantages Masalani 

Town has when it comes to……… 

(Loud consultation) 

Am I protected Mr. Speaker. 

Hon. Speaker:  Yes, Go ahead. 

Hon. Yunis Abdi Ibrahim: Thank You, the municipality will help us on health, roads and 

electricity and we hope in future will have municipality in Balambala, Modogashe, Fafi and 

Dadaab but I appreciate the members that Masalani will be confined municipality. 

Hon. Speaker: Honorable Halima Hussein Gure. 
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Hon. Halima Hussein Gure: Thank you Mr. Speaker, let me take this opportunity to 

congratulate our able chair and the committee of land for the good job. 

 Mr. Speaker we are happy Masalani will be municipality and a lot will change in terms of 

infrastructure and job opportunities. I stand to support the motion.  

Hon. Speaker: Thank you, finally will take back the ball to the mover of the motion but 

before that I will give a chance to Honorable Abdi Muhyadin. 

 Hon. Abdi Muhyadin: Thank you Mr. Speaker, let me take this opportunity to congratulate 

the chair and the committee for conferming Masalani to municipality from town and we will 

love to elevate others to municipality. Thank you. 

Hon. Speaker:  Honorable Khadija Idriss Mohamed.  

Hon. Khadija Idriss Mohamed: Thank you Mr. Speaker, First and foremost I want to thank 

the almighty Allah for taking us through the process to where we are today and I want to 

sincerely thank the governor for making sure Masalani is given municipality. 

Secondly, Mr. Speaker I want to thank you and your esteem office for giving us very 

conducive environment for supporting us morally and spirituality. My committee burnt the 

midnight oil to come up with this report and I want also to thank the majority leader who 

happened to be a member of my committee, he was very instrumental, guiding and even 

sometime whip the members especially during the recess and he was instrumental when 

members were called back and he was a very good team leader. I want to also to thank the 

clerk and the entire secretariat for giving us the technical support and I also want to thank my 

committee clerk, the sergeant at arms, researcher and Hansard recorder for the support they 

give us and I also want to thank my vice chair Honorable Abdirahman who hailed from Ijara. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to say on floor of the house to the governor that the CEC of land has 

never disappointed and was able to the task and walk with us and I want to thank him for the 

job well done.  

Mr. Speaker ideally municipally is supposed to improve the quality of life by providing 

services. It Is my humble believe that municipality of Masalani will improve the lives of the 

people, it comes with so many encourages it comes with so many locals, it comes with local 
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control, local regulation, local present and reliability and when I say local control, they 

control everything locally because they know what suits them best.  

When I say local regulation, they regulate themselves locally knowing that what will work 

best for them. When I say local present all these services are present at the local level and 

when I say reliability these are services and people they can rely on.  

The people of Masalani have done their part as assembly now the ball is in your coat to make 

sure this municipality is realized by working together with executive and bring in the service 

closer to the people of Masalani and as committee we will make sure the resources are given 

to make sure functionality is realized. 

Mr. Speaker during a public participation… the reason why I say Masalani is so dear to me is 

because I met local leaders who were very passionate about welfare of Masalani and the 

people. I have only been to Masalani once but once the celebration is over I will spend two 

nights and my chair promised he will host me and give me one camel. 

During public participation I learnt Masalani has very unique things but the only thing I can 

remember and I want honorable Ayan to show me the unique bird. 

Mr. Speaker, I say thank you and I thank the entire members for standing with us for 

contributing generously to this report and it is my humble request we pass this report to 

confer Masalani to municipality. Thank you very much   

Hon. Speaker: Honorable members by looking at the moods of the house I have no doubt to 

put the question. Pursuant to standing order 54 I now put the question as pursuant to standing 

order 180 and section 9 of the urban areas and city acts that this house considers a and 

approve the report of committee of land and urban development on the conferment of 

Masalani town to municipality status  

                         (Question put and agreed upon) 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Hon. Speaker: There being no any other business the house stands adjourn till next week 

Tuesday afternoon at 2:30pm. Thank you  


